Other Resources

Georgia Legal Services
706.721.2327

National Crisis Hotline
1-800-33-HAVEN

Sheriff's Office By County
Burke: 706.554.2133
Columbia: 706.541.2800
Glascock: 706.598.2881
Jefferson: 478.625.4014
Lincoln: 706-359.4118
McDuffie: 706.595.2040
Richmond: 706.821.1000
Taliaferro: 706.456.2345
Warren: 706.465.3340
Wilkes: 706.678.2911
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All services are FREE &
CONFIDENTIAL.

24 Hour Crisis Hotline
706.736.2499

www.SafeHomesDV.org

PO Box 3187
Augusta, GA 30914
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This project is supported by federal award no. C21-8-
077 awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime and
administered by the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations expressed in this publication are
those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Department of Justice, Office for
Victims of Crime or the Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council.
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What can SafeHomes'
Legal Advocacy
Program offer?

Navigating the legal system can be very
intimidating, especially for survivors of
domestic violence. Though our
advocates are not attorneys, we offer
critical support to our clients during this

time such as,
Assisting with the preparation of TPO
paperwork for filing petitions.
Making referrals to Georgia Legal
Services based on income eligibility.
Accompanying clients to court.
Assisting clients in creating a
personalized safety plan.
Providing information about basic
courtroom etiquette for final
hearings.

About Temporary
Protective Orders (TPO)

A TPO is a 12-month order, signed by

a judge, that requires the abuser to:

« Stop all abuse.

« Remain up to 500 yards away
from the victim and their children
(only if the children are included in
the order).

Stop harrassing the victim,
including contacting the victim in
any way (mail, phone, social media,
digital communication, in person)
Pay a required amount to help
support any children they have
together.

Eligibility,
Victims must be in imminent danger
of abuse by someone who they have
or have had "a relationship” with, and
who has a history of battery, simple
battery, simple assault, stalking,
criminal damage to property, unlawful
restraint or criminal trespassing, or
terroristic threats.

"A relationship” in the context of TPOs
is defined as individuals who are or
were married, parents of the same
child, or live at the same residence.

To obtain a TPO:
« Complete TPO paperwork.

« Along with SafeHomes Legal
Advocate, go before the judge to
request a 30-day order.

« Within 30 days, the victim and our
legal advocate will return to court,
and bring any witnesses and
evidence available. If an attorney has
been hired by the victim, the attorney
will accompany the victim to the final
hearing. There, the abuser may also
be present, along with their attorney.
Once the judge has heard from both
parties, the decision will be made to
either extend the order for 12 months
or to dismiss the case.

If a victim makes plans to relocate while a

TPO is in place, a police escort may be
available as they gather personal
belongings from the home shared with
the abuser.

A violation of the TPO could result in an
arrest warrant, up to a $10,000 fine,
aggravated stalking charges and up to
10 years in jail.

At any time, the TPO can be dismissed at the

victim's request. However, the victim would

need to make a written statement, sometimes

before the judge or legal advocate, stating
their desire and reasons to drop the order.



